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REINSTATEMENTOFCALLIBAETIS ZONALIS
(EPHEMEROPTERA:BAETIDAE) AS A VALID NAME1

Michael D. Hubbard, 2 Janice G. Peters,
2 William L. Peters 2

ABSTRACT: Callibaetis zonalis is shown to be the valid name for the species from southern

South America that contains the nominal species Baetis opacus.

Gillies, in his 1990 revision of the Callibaetis of Argentina, recognized

eight species of Baetidae as synonyms of Callibaetis zonalis Navas, 1915a

(Callibaetis vitreus Navas, 1915b, Baetis opacus Navas, 191 5a, Baetis virel-

lus Navas, 1915b, Callibaetis sobrius Navas, 1916, Callibaetis apertus

Navas, 1917, Callibaetis vitreus Navas, 1919, Callibaetis depressus Navas,

1922, Callibaetis amoenus Navas, 1930). Because the names Baetis opacus

and Callibaetis zonalis were published in the same paper by Navas (1915a),

and because B. opacus appeared on an earlier page than C. zonalis (pages 1 2

and 13 respectively), McCafferty (1996) concluded that the valid name for

this taxon should be Callibaetis opacus (Navas) on the grounds of "page

priority."

However, Article 24 of the current International Code of Zoological

Nomenclature (1985) specifies that if two or more nomenclatural acts are

published on the same date and when they are subsequently considered to be

synonyms their relative precedence is determined by the first reviser. Page

priority is not an issue. Gillies (1990) clearly stated that the description of

Baetis opacus was inadequate compared with the well-established concept

of Callibaetis zonalis.

Two other synonyms, Callibaetis vitreus Navas, 1915b, and Baetis vire-

llus Navas, 191 5b, were described the same year but for some reason were

not considered by McCafferty as candidates for the valid name of the taxon.

(Hubbard and Edmunds (1977) discussed the remarkable nomenclatural his-

tory of C. vitreus).

It has proven remarkably difficult to establish the publication date for

many of Navas' papers. However, Article 21 of the International Code of

Zoological Nomenclature specifies that if the date of publication is not com-

pletely specified in a work then the last day of the year when only the year is

specified or demonstrated is to be adopted as the date of publication. This is

the case in these two publications (Navas 1915a, 1915b). Therefore, these

two works should be considered as having been published simultaneously on

31 December 1915.

Gillies (1990), acting as "first reviser," clearly determined the prece-
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dence of the name Callibaetis zonalis over Baetis opacus, Callibaetis vit-

reus, and Baetis virellus. McCafferty's (1996) assertion that C. opacus is the

valid name contravenes the rules of the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature. Callibaetis zonalis is therefore the valid name for this taxon.
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